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PURPOSE:

· To maintain and sustain a proactive approach of utility systems evaluation thereby minimizing the risks of utility systems failures.

· To evaluate the appropriateness of utility systems in clients’ homes when equipment is being used for care, treatment or services in order to promote the achievement of positive client outcomes and reducing the risk of adverse outcomes.

POLICY:

· __________________ has established and monitors a utilities management plan which assesses, identifies and minimizes the risk of utility failures thereby promoting a safe, controlled, comfortable work environment within the company’s facility.

· __________________ conducts regularly scheduled (at least annual) inspections of the company utility systems.

· __________________ has evaluated the following utilities systems issues to ensure adequate backup systems are in place in the event of a power failure:

· Backup electrical requirements to support the computer system and day-to-day operations

· An emergency communication system to maintain communication with staff and clients

· Adequate heating and air conditioning so that medical gases, equipment and supplies are stored safely and appropriately

· An adequate supply of water for handwashing and the cleaning of equipment or an alternate nonwater-based method for cleaning hands and equipment

· When equipment will be used in the client’s home __________________ staff assesses whether the client’s utility systems are compatible and safe for use for the care, treatment or services provided.  The following will be evaluated on an ongoing basis during the time of service:

· Electrical outlets, extension cords, space heaters, heating pads, etc. if used

· Grounding, cord condition, exposure to liquids and circuit overload when equipment to be used requires electricity

· Electrical requirements for specific equipment, i.e., ventilators, oxygen concentrators, infusion pumps

· Battery condition and battery charge

· Telephone services

· Environmental requirements for specific equipment

· __________________ ensures that back-up systems for equipment being used in clients’ homes is available if necessary and appropriate, i.e., power generators, additional charged infusion pump battery packs, in the event of emergencies.
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